As the readers of the British and Foreign Medical Review will be so much indebted to the contemporary journals of foreign countries, one of our departments being almost exclusively supplied from them, it will doubtless be interesting to many to Germany has always been famous for the activity of its press, in every department of literature; and in the number and variety of its periodical publications, of a scientific and literary kind, it takes precedence of all other countries. This statement is equally true in regard to our own profession, the number of books, pamphlets, and journals of all kinds that appear on medicine being immense. The extraordinary fertility of the German press, however, is not owing entirely to the superior desire of the German people for literary gratification, although this is at least equal to that of any other nation, but partly also to the vast extent of the countries in which the German language is spoken, their subdivision into so many independent states, and the consequent existence of so many rival universities and medical schools.
In speaking of the German medical journals in the mass, we must, in justice, bestow our approbation upon them. Almost all of them are edited by men of great learning, many of them by some of the most distinguished physicians and surgeons in Germany; and although, where the channels of communication are so numerous, there must often be a dearth of matter of real value or interest, still it is surprising how very much of sterling science and practical knowledge is to be found in almost every number of every journal. It is true that many of the journals are on a smaller scale than ours; and that the great learning of the editors enables them to make great use of the productions of their contemporaries in foreign countries: still the amount of original communications is very striking, and that they are often of no slight value and interest we trust the Third department of the successive numbers of this Review will evince.
In making our selection for this department, we shall unquestionably have to set aside much that was hardly worth publishing, some things that are positively bad, and a good deal that would be unsuited to the taste of English readers; but, in making this statement, we are aware that it is equally applicable to the periodical literature of every country, and to none more so than our own. In conclusion, we are bound to confess, that until we were led by our duties as Journalists to examine, more critically and much more extensively than we had done before, the medical periodical literature of Germany, we entertained a Tiie Foreign Journals.?German.
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